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GREENOUGH RIVER SOLAR FARM — PRIVATISATION 

660. Mr I.C. BLAYNEY to the Minister for Energy: 
I have a supplementary question. Why is the Treasurer giving more than half a billion dollars to foreign companies 
for renewable projects at the expense of Western Australian energy companies, Western Australian renewable 
projects and Western Australian jobs? 

Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
Now, that is actually not a bad question! I will give the member that, because there is an argument around what 
Synergy should do. Back in 2015, the Minister for Energy, who is now the Leader of the Opposition, said to 
Synergy that it should go out and seek expressions of interest from all the various renewable projects around the 
state. All those organisations provided all their sensitive information and all their detail to Synergy. In the end, 
Synergy landed on Warradarge, which, as the Leader of the Opposition pointed out, is owned by Synergy. A lot 
of those organisations that the member spoke about with the Greenough River renewable project are particularly 
cranky about that behaviour by Synergy. I understand why they are perhaps cranky. The reality is that when 
I looked at this, I had two things in mind: what is the cheapest source of renewable energy in Western Australia, 
and what is the best outcome for the finances of the state? That became Warradarge. I accept the crowding-out 
argument that I think the member is trying to raise with me now, but the reason we have done Warradarge at 
180 megawatts is to create opportunity, because there are some smaller renewable opportunities that are not owned 
by Synergy that could also contribute to meeting our Large-scale Renewable Energy Target obligations. It is 
a 180 megawatt stage 1 for Warradarge. It can, of course, be increased in the future, but there is an opportunity to 
take on and do some of those other renewable projects that are now hopefully coming closer to cost. That is the 
plan. I hope that the member for Geraldton supports it. It is good for his local community. By and large, the 
Liberal Party should support this, because it is private sector investment in generation, which is a good outcome 
for Western Australia. 
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